Chemotherapy for esthesioneuroblastomas.
Esthesioneuroblastoma can be regarded as a chemosensitive tumor based on multiple reports of response to treatment. Neoadjuvant therapy is seldom curative, however, and may be of no benefit in some patients. Individuals who respond to preoperative therapy have a greater chance of long-term disease-free survival. Platinum-based therapy has been the mainstay of treatment. Toxicity has been mild, and treatment failures have been treated with postoperative chemotherapy with or without bone marrow transplantation. Given the small number of cases of esthesioneuroblastoma diagnosed annually, it is unlikely that any consensus on this issue is forthcoming. Either post- or presurgical treatment of advanced stage or recurrent disease has become the standard of care, however.